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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Notice of Finding on a
Petition To List the Marbled Murrelet in
Washington, Oregon, and California

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of finding on petition.

SUMMARY: The U.S. FishandWildlife
Serviceannouncesa90-daypetition
finding for apetition to amendtheList
of EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlants.Substantialinformationhas
beenpresentedthat apetition to list the
marbledmurreletin Washington,
Oregon,andCaliforniamaybe
warranted,Formalreview of thestatus
of themarbledmurrelet is initiated
herewith.
DATE: Thefinding announcedin this
noticewasmadein August1988.
Commentsandinformationmaybe
submitteduntil December1, 1988.
ADDRESSES: Information,comments,or
questionsmaybe submittedto the
Supervisor,Fish andWildlife
EnhancementField Station,727 N.E.

24th Avenue,Portland,Oregon97232.
The petition,finding, supportingdata,
andcommentsareavailablefor public
inspection,by appointment,during
normalbusinesshoursat theabove
addresses.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mr. RusellD. Peterson,at the above
address(telephone503/231-6179orFTS
429—6179).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATiON:

Background

Section4[b)(3)(A)of theEndangered
SpeciesAct of 1973 (Act), as amendedin
1982 (16U.S.C.1531et seq.),requires
thatthe U.S. FishandWildlife Service
(Service)makeafinding on whethera
petitionto list, delist,or reclassifya
speciespresentssubstantialscientificor
commericalinformationto demonstrate
that thepetitionedactionmay be
warranted.To the maximumextent
practicable,this finding is to bemake
within 90 daysof thereceiptof the
petition, andthefinding is to be
publishedpromptly in theFederal
Register.If thefinding is positive,the
Seviceis alsorequiredto promptly
commenceis areview of thestatusof
theinvolvedspecies.

TheNationalAudubonSociety(Dr.
J.P.Myers, SeniorVice President)
submittedapetitionto list themarbled
murrelet(Brachyrainphusmarmoratus
inarmoratus)asathreatenedspeciesin
theStatesof Washington,Oregon,and
California.The petition, datedJanuary
12, 1988,wasreceivedby theServiceon
January15, 1988.

The petition identifiedthepresentor
threateneddestruction,modification, or
curtailmentof thesubspecieshabitator
range,andthe inadequacyof existing
regulatorymechanismsas theprimary
factorsfor thepetition. Thestatus
review thataccompaniedthe petition
citedhabitat lossof old-growthand
matureforestsas theprincipalfactor
affectingthe continedexistenceof the
subspeciesoverthesouthernportion of
its NorthAmericanrange.

Considerablehabitatreductionhas
occurredin the three-Stateareaunder

petitionandanecdotalinformation
existsthatmayindicateacorresponding
reductionin the local portion of the
murreletpopulation.Questions
pertainingto the significanceand
relationshipof this portionof the
murreletpopulationwith thelargerand
moresecureportionin thenorthernpart
of its rangeremainto be answered.
Nonetheless,the Servicefoundthat the
petitionpresentedsubstantial
informationindicating that the
requestedactionmaybewarranted.

Reviewof the statusof
Brachyramphusmarmoratus
marmoratusis initiatedwith publication
of thisnotice. TheServicewould
appreciateanyadditionaldata,
comments,andsuggestionsfrom the
public, otherconcernedgovernmental
agencies,the scientificcommunity,
industry,or anyinterestedparty
concerningthe marbledmurrelet.

Author

This noticewaspreparedby Ms.
JackieCampbell,U.S. Fish andWildlife
Service,500 N.E. MultnomahStreet,
Suite1692, Portland,Oregon97232(503/
231—6150or FTS429—6150).

Authority

Theauthority for this actionis the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973, as
amended(16 U.S.C.1531 at seq.;Pub.L.
93—205,87 Stat. 884; Pub. L. 94—359,90
Stat.911; Pub.L. 95—632,92 Stat. 3751;
Pub. L. 96—159,93 Stat.1225; Pub.L. 97—
304, 96 Stat.1411; Pub.L. 99—625,100
Stat. 3500 (1986)),unlessotherwise
noted.

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife,
Fish,Marine mammals,Plants
(agriculture).

Dated:October7, 1988.

SusanRecce,
ActingAssistantSecretaryforFishand

Wildlife andParks.
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