
Federal Legister / VoL 55, No. 152 / Tuesday,August 7, 1~0/ Proposed Rules 32103

Fish and WHdDfe Service

50 CFR Part17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Finding on Petition To
Reclassify the Grizzly Bear In the
North Cascades Area as Endangered

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTIOH: Notice of petitionfinding and
initiation of statusreview. —

SUMMARY: TheU.S. Fishand Wildlife
Serviceannouncesa90-daypetition
finding for a petitionto amendtheList
of EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlants.The petitionerspresented
substantialinformationthat
reclassifyingthegrizzly bearin the
NorthCascadesareain Washington
fromthreatenedto endangeredmay be
warranted.
DATES: Thefinding announcedin this
noticewasmadein July 1990. Comments
andinformation for the Service’susein
issuingits 12-monthfinding mustbe
receivedby November20, 1990.
ADDRESSES: Commentsorquestions
concerningthis finding shouldbesentto
Dr. ChristropherServheen,GrizzlyBear
RecoveryCoordinator,U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service,NS 312, Universityof
Montana,Missoula,Montana59812.The
petition,finding, andsupportingdataare
availablefor public inspection,by
appointment,duringnormalbusiness
hoursat the aboveaddress.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dr. ChristopherServheen(see
“ADDRESSES” above)(406/329—3223or
Fl’S 585—3223).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Section4(b)(3)(A) of the Endangered
SpeciesAct (Act) of 1973, as amendedin
1982 (16 U.S.C. 1531 etseq.),requires
that the U.S. Fish andWildlife Service
makea finding on whethera petition to
list, delist,or reclassifya species
presentssubstantialscientificor
commercialinformation to demonstrate
that the petition actionmaybe
warranted.To themaximumextent
practicable,this finding is to be made
within 90 daysof the receiptof the
petition, andthefinding is to be
publishedpromptly in the Federal
Register.If the finding is positive, the
Servicealsois requiredto promptly
commencea review of thestatusof the
involved species.A statusreview is
initiated herewith,andthe Serviceseeks
informationuntil No~ember20, 1~90.

The Servicehasreceivedandmadea
90-dayfindir~gon thefollowing petition:
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A petitiondatedMarch13, 1990, was
receivedfrom TheHumaneSociety of
the UnitedStates,GreaterEcosystem
Alliance, NorthCascadesAudubon
Society,Kittitas AudubonSociety,
PilchuckAudubonSociety,Skagit
Alpine Club,NorthCascades
ConservationCouncil, andCarolRae
Smithon March14. 1990.The petition
requestedthe Serviceto reclassifythe
grizzly bear(Ursusarctoshorribilis) in
theNorth Cascadesareaof Washington
Statefrom threatenedto endangered.

The petitionerssubmittedinformation
that thereis averysmallgrizzly bear
populationremainingin theNorth
Cascadesarea.Theyalso indicatedthat
arangeof threatsexist to thesurvivalof
theremainingsmall populationof bears
fromroadconstruction,land
managementactivities, livestock
grazing, landdevelopment,and

inadequatesupportfrom management
agencies.The petitionersfurther
indicatedthat thepresentpopulationof
grizzly bearsin the NorthCascadesarea
may numberfewerthan10—20 animals.
Theyalsoquestionedthe numbersand
geneticviability of thegrizzlybear
populationon theCanadiansideof the
United States/Canadianborder
aidjacentto therangeof thepopulation
in theNorthCascades.

After areview of thepetition,
accompanyingdocumentation,and
referencescited therein,theService
foundthe petitionpresentedsubstantial
information thattherequestedaction
maybewarranted.Within 1 yearfrom
thedatethepetition wasreceived,a
finding as to whetherthe petitioned
actionis warrantedis requiredby
section4(b)(3)(B) of theAct.

Author

This noticewaspreparedby Dr.
ChristopherServheen(seeADDRESSES
above).

Authority

The authorityfur this actionis the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973,as
amended(16U.S.C. 1531—1543).

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part 17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies,
Exports.Imports. Reportingand
recordkeepingrequirements,and
Transportation.

Dated:July 31. 1990.
RichardN. Smith,
ActingDirector, U.S.Fish andWildlife
Service.
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