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Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Notice of 90-Day Finding
on a Petition To List Cagie’s Map
Turtle

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of petitionfinding: 90-
Day petition finding for the Cagle’smap
turtle,

SUMMARY: TheU.S. FishandWildlife
Service(Service)announcesa90-day
finding for apetition to addthe Cagle’s
map turtle (Groptemyscog/el) in Texas
to theList of Endangeredand
ThreatenedWildlife andPlants.The
petitionhasbeenfound to present
substantialinformation indicatingthat
listing of Cagle’smapturtle (Graptemvs
cag/eijasthreatenedor endangered
may be warranted.
DATES: Thefinding announcedin this
noticewasmadeonNovember12, 1991.
Commentsandinformationshould be
submittedby January15, 1992.
ADDRESSES: Information,comments,or
questionsshouldbe submittedto the
Field Supervisor,U.S. FishandWildlife
Service,EcologicalServicesField Office,
do CorpusChristi, Texas,78412.The
petition, findings, supportin8data,and
commentsareavailablefor public
inspection,by appointment,during
normal businesshoursat theabove
address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
CarolBeardmore,EndangeredSpecies
Biologist, at theaboveaddress(512/888—
3346or FTS529—3346).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
Section4(b)(3)(A) of theEndangered

SpeciesAct (Act) of 1973, asamended
(16 U.S.C.1531 etseq.),requiresthat the
Servicemakeafinding on whethera
petitionto list, delist, or reclassifya
speciespresentssubstantialscientificor
commercialinformation indicatingthat
the petitionedactionmaybe warranted.
To themaximumextentpracticable,this
finding is to be madewithin 90 daysof
receiptof thepetition, andthe finding is
to bepublishedpromptly in theFederal
Register.If the finding is positive, the
Serviceis alsorequiredto promptly
commenceastatusreviewof the
species.

Dr. Flavius C. Killebrew, Department
of Biology andGeosciences,WestTexas
StateUniversity, Canyon,Texas,
submitteda petitionto the Serviceto list
Cagle’smap turtleat leastasa
threatenedspecies.The petition was
datedApril 16, 1991, andreceivedby the
Serviceon April 26, 1991.

This turtle is restrictedto the
Guadalupe-SanAntonio river systemof
Texas(Behier1979)andis highly
aquatic.Cagle’smapturtlerequiresa
diverseriverinehabitatof riffle andpool
areas.Malesfeed extensivelyon
trichopteranlarvae,whichareabundant
on rocks abovegravelbars,whereas
femalesfeedmainly on clams,which are
abundantin pool areas.Thespecies
appearsto avoiddeeper,silted, or
heavily impactedportionsof the river
system.

Thepetition statesthe only healthy
populationof Cagl&s mapturtle occurs
in theGuadalupeRiverbetweenCuero
andSequin,Texas.Populationsin other
portionsof theGuadalupeRiverdisplay
apatchydistribution.The species
appearsto havedisappearedfrom the
SanAntonio River, andits statusin the
BlancoandSanMarcosRiversis
unclear.No evidenceof the turtle’s
presencewasfound in major
impoundmentsin theGuadalupeRiver
system.

TheAnimal Noticeof Review
(January8, 1989) classifiesCagle’smap
turtleas3C.However, thepetition states
that thestatusis basedon thebelief that
Cagle’smapturtle inhabitsreservoirs.
The petitionerfoundno evidenceof the
turtle’sexistencein major
impoundmentsanbelievesreportsof the
turtle in reservoirs(andpossiblyreports
fromotherlocations)mayhavebeen
Texasriver cooter(Pseudemystexana),
asimilar speciesandlargelyinseparable
visuallyfrom adistance.The upcoming
Animal Noticeof Review will restore
Cagle’smapturtle to Category2, taxa
for whichthereis someevidenceof
vulnerability,but for whichtherearenot
enoughdatato supportlistingproposals
at this time.

This speciesmaybe threatenedby the
constructionof five additionaldamson
theGuadalupeRiversystem.The
greatestimpactto thespeciesmaybe
from two reservoirsplannedfor the
GuadalupeRivernearCuero,Texas.
Preliminaryresultsindicate56 percent
of the turtle’s habitatwill becoveredby
thereservoirsnearCuero.Cagle’smap
turtlemay alsobe threatenedby over-
collectingfor the pettradeor scientific
collections.

After areviewof the petition, and
informationotherwiseavailableto the
Service,the Servicehasfoundthat the
petitionpresentedsubstantial
information that listing Cagle’smap
turtle (Graptemyscog/el)asthreatened
or endangeredmay bewarranted.This
finding initiatesastatusreviewfor
Cagle’smap turtleasrequiredunder
section4(b)(3)(A) of this Act. Within I
year from theDatethepetition was
received,theServiceis requiredunder
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section4(b)(3)(B) of the Act to makea
finding as to whetherthe petitioned
actionis warranted.

TheServicewould appreciateany
additionaldata,information,or
commentsfromthepublic, government
agencies,the scientificcommunity,
industry,oranyotherinterestedparty
concerningthe statusof Cagle’smap
turtle.
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Author
This noticewaspreparedby Lorena

Wada,U.S. FishandWildlife Service,
P.O.Box 1306, Albuquerque,New
Mexico 87103.(505/766—2914orFTS474—
2914).

Authority: Theauthority for this action is
theEndangeredSpeciesAct (16 U.S.C.
1531—1544).

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17
Endangeredand threatenedspecies,

Exports, Imports,Reportingand
recordkeepingrequirements,and
Transportation.

Dated:December5, 1991.
RichardN. Smith.
ActingDirectorFishandWildlifeService.
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